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FOREWORD

The USAID RESPOND Project, implemented by 
Pact Inc. in partnership with FHI 360, aims to reduce 
HIV transmission among key populations in Ukraine, 
by improving the quality of HIV/AIDS services and 
strengthening the capacity of Ukrainian institutions and 
organizations to deliver such services. 

As part of its efforts to improve the quality of 
preventive services within Ukraine, between 2013 
and 2015, RESPOND adapted and piloted a number 
of effective behavioral interventions (EBIs). An EBI is 
an evidence- and theory-based method or procedure 
for delivering a service. Each separate intervention 
is directed at a concrete target group and behavior, 
and links interactive learning approaches with skills 
development (peer learning, outreach, role plays).  
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
supported the testing, packaging and dissemination 
of over 75 HIV related EBIs,  which can be found at  
www.effectiveinterventions.org; and many of which have 
been successfully adapted and implemented worldwide. 

Through analysis of the HIV epidemic among key 
populations in Ukraine and consultations with partners, 
RESPOND decided to modify and pilot Street Smart 
as an intervention to modify the behavior of at-risk 
adolescents and youth. Street Smart is an HIV/AIDS and 
STI prevention program for youth and adolescents who 
practice risky sexual behavior or drug use. This skills-
building program aims to develop control over behavior, 
building responsible and safe behavior of youth through 
group work and peer support. The Street Smart design, 

takes into consideration how life circumstances create 
risks for children that spend most of their time in the 
street, adolescents that use drugs, and adolescents and 
youth engaged in commercial sex.   

Through the piloting process, RESPOND has pro-
duced an Implementation Manual and Facilitator’s 
Guide, adapted to the Ukrainian context.  The elec-
tronic version of materials is available by this link: 
www.respond.org.ua. The intervention was piloted 
in Dnipropetrovska, Lvivska, Mykolaivska and Odeska 
oblasts on the basis of 7 NGOs: Dnipropetrovsk and 
Mykolaiv regional branches of All-Ukrainian Net-
work of PLHIV, Novomoskovsk rayon NGO “Tsen-
tr pidtrymky sim’i” (“Center of Family Support”), 
Kryvyi Rih Charity Organization “Nashe Maibutne” 
(“Our Future”), Lviv NGO “Center “Doroha” (Cen-
ter “The Road”), Mykolaiv Charity Foundation “Uni-
tus”, Civic Movement “Vira. Nadia. Lyubov”, Odesa 
(“Faith. Hope. Love.”). We are grateful to these or-
ganizations for their cooperation and commitment 
to the work with adolescents and youth, as well as 
their constructive feedback throughout the pilot. 
Special thanks go to Danielle Darrow de Mora, Pro-
gram Director & Technical Advisor, FHI 360, for her 
technical guidance and encouragement at every step of 
the process. 

Good luck in getting acquainted 
with the Street Smart program!

RESPOND Team

 The HIV epidemic has become one of the most 
dangerous factors, negatively in  uencing development 
of the individual and society, causing reduction in life 
expectancy, increasing demand for medical services, and 

deepening problems of poverty and social inequality. 
Today there are many barriers to access medical and social 
services for HIV prevention, particularly for vulnerable 
and most at risk adolescents.  These include legal barriers, 
discrimination, and poorly networked service providers, 
as well as lack of behavior models which support a healthy 
lifestyle for these groups of children and youth.   

There is an urgent need for trainings for the empl oyees 
of regional, city and rayon centers of social services for 
family, children and youth in the methods of prevention 
work, aimed at prevention and change of risky behavior of 
HIV/TB/STIs infection.     

The Street Smart program is an effective instrument 
for social workers from centers of social services and 
NGOs to in  uence risky behaviors of most at risk 
adolescents and develop a responsible attitude to health.

Svitlana Tolstoukhova, President of All-Ukrainian 
NGO “League of Social Workers of Ukraine”
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